22                    ORIGIN OF MAHURRUM.

hundreds with their kindred dust ere his own
gave way to the sway of death."

Amongst the number of Hosein's brave de-
fenders was a nephew, the son of Hasan: this
young man, named Cossum, was the affianced
husband of Hosein's favourite daughter, Sa-
keena Koobraah; and previous to his going to
the combat on that eventful day, Hosein read
the marriage lines between the young couple,
in the tent of the females. I mention this here,
as it points to one particular part of the cele-
bration of Mahurrum, which I shall have occa-
sion to mention in due order, wherein all the
outward forms of the wedding ceremony are
strictly performed, annually.

During the whole of this terrible day, at
Kraabaallah, the family party of Hosein had
been entirely deprived of water; and the river
Fraught (Euphrates) being blockaded by their
enemies, they suffered exceedingly from thirst.
The handsome Abass, another nephew of Ho-
sein, and his standard-bearer, made many
efforts to procure water for the relief of the
almost famishing females; he had, at one at-